ACCOMODATION, ATTACHMENT, OR AVOIDANCE?
SEISMIC RISK PERCEIVED BY AZOREANS AND RISK GOVERNANCE DURING THE PRE-OCCURRENCE PHASE OF DISASTERS

Background:

The Azores are located over a triple junction of three large tectonic
plates: the North American Plate, the Eurasian Plate and the
African Plate.
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What is the of on and
volcanic risks in the islands?
Lack of i i g g the social ion of
situations — How people perceive and deal with
situations
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Management of risks has not taken into consideration
IR e e et ptions, and
e 's percei risks, erceptions,

their A inghose risk situati s

‘Why do people living in vulnerable areas insist in staying
there, even when they are aware of its dangerousness?

Why people who are exposed to seismicivolcanic risk
are frequently less equipped to deal with those events
than they should be?

The study
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METHODS AND PHASES

= Phase 1- Exploratory study

= Patticipants - 30
Sslands 5 Miguel 5. Mar, Toerosra, Fatal Floras:
 Sagegraps 1625 e 01 25 500 0 580
- gender grougs: {N=15
= Data production:

+ A Sembstnuchred Interden — ave. duraton 60 minutzs
+ indnidual
+ Categery systam. - 6 dmansions | 14 se-dmersions
= Phase 2- Construction and validation of the
questionnaire
+ Construction and facial validation

CONCEPTUAL DIMENSIONS

. R i
& What causes earthouakesvOLR0nS 1 the Azores?

* Risk profile evaluation
ex Have al ihe stands been equal

* Systems' vulnerability evaluation
&x Who has bosn more sffected by sarthquakesivoicanoes? Has anyon
‘bensfited with those evenis?

= Risk (oetore, durrg.
ex What should peopie do 10 prepare themseives iar
oarthquakesvotences?

= Trust - in information processes; in risk managemet processes.
ex How much criss
ot e il 2 o e S e s e e

octed by those natural events?

1857-1958 - Capelinhos Eruption, Faial island.

Irtensty 56 Rchier epcester 0 e sea corth of sl wand

- More than 200 fow intecsty eanhouakes Sreceded the submaring enton 1

m 2wy from the Fai isand the sustion was actve kr over 3 yexr ity 7.0 Ric
- Ancther sard was 1ormed 203 later connectes 1o Fal Wass sestruction
- An emigraton fow o the Unied States. who had crested specfic isgsistion ";Wﬂ .
10 e the verms. stanes totske place 4 g=aths and o

- Intensity 7.0 Rictter. epicenter in the sea. 35 km from T
Gings in several Wilapss n e T

= - Mass destuction in many viages © Faal, some darmages n e sands o
: (45,500 o et S3o Jorge (>15 500 houses)
i - Big ancsices on the cosstal avees
8 geaths and over 400 wounded.
- 1700 roveless

Recent events in the memory of Azoresns

Preliminary results:

Risk characterization

Earthquake Volcanoes
Descriptions Diverse Simplistic

sensorial, emotional spectacular events
physical; cognitive,

Emotions associated Fear

Evidence (wernigs): T: aen(‘rna! benaviour

Risk profile

= Differences in exposure to seismic/volcanic risk across the islands are not
reported

= Earthquakes are the most serious natural hazard in the Azores;

= Other significant hazards: tornados, climate change, global warming, floods,
land sliding. termite plague. .. wolcances not mentioned).

luation

Events of reference associated to their own life

Recent events in the memory of Azoreans

Recent events n the memory of Azoreans

Public Trust

People do trust others...
.. official and non official entities, regarding:

* Risk/crisis communication

* Risk/crisis management

Systems’ vulnerabality

- Who was more negatively affected?

= the most socially : aged and
persons;
= the owners of vulnerable houses;

- Major losses:
= Lives
Material - houses and property

= Patrimon

Psychologicallemational

- Who benefited with earthquakes?
= Nobody
= Construction companies; psople who get improvements in their

o who gata new houss; the Moet dbsadva ed to the
R e St

= Everybody

Place attachment

Strong attachment to the Iiviﬁg place

Risk management

* What impressed/touched’ interviewees the most?

Solidarity among people
Interpersonal conflicts resolution
= What s done by iti ities (o Civil F
experts, schools)?

Before a crisis. to prepare citizens: Nothing,
During and after a crisis: Ok, The Government does its share;
things work because people help each other erea

= What is done by the person him'herself?

A sense of not needing more information to be better prepared, to
become more resilient to crisis and crisis impacts
There is not a ‘culture of precaution’

= Social - { ial/Quality of Life R
birth place;
life history;
interpersonal relationships;

* owning a house;
* having facilities near the house;
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