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The establishment and management of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) require information on the marine benthic habitats
and associated biota. MPAs in the Azores have been mostly established with poor knowledge of the sea bottom substrate and
the associated biological communities. This lack of information may create managing difficulties. This is particularly true for
Vila Franca do Campo Islet, the published studies being exclusively on the biota and merely descriptive. In the present study
a characterization of the Islet subtidal biota is provided, complemented with information on the Islet biotope. No significant
differences were found between the Islet and the Island nearby. The new biotope is characteristic of vertical seawalls and is
likely to be present in other locations throughout the archipelago.
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