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Research project: children's
perspectives about the environment

Azorean Biodiversity Group, CITA-A, Univ. of Azores

—Content and limits/borders of the concept of environment

—Perceived characteristics of the environment:
*in the present and in the future

»agents and causes of change

—Environmental concerns and problems

mattitudes and commitment

=Possible solutions

—Contexts and sources of environmental literacy



Confronting different studies — review of results
New questions and challenges

- background information on participants and
methodological approach

- selected results
- discussion



participants — study A
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reply to a letter about environmental challenges (UNEP)

From 3400 tests, 203 were analysed:

- two classrooms from each island of the Azores (7/9)
(110 girls & 93 boys; age: 12 years old, average).



participants — studies B, C and D

=4 different schools

—2 rural, 2 urban
=2 regular schools, 2 eco-schools

=75 children
=4th year primary school
=9 to 10 years

44 | 81| Q

=Terceira Island
(Azores, Portugal)
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Environment as Characteristics of the environment

idyllic nature Limits/borders of the concept
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What is (and isn't) the environment?

contraction of
the concept

conditional
belonging

Human beings:
- belong, when they care for nature
- don't belong, when they pollute



Environment as
idyllic nature

Environment as
deteriorated
context

Characteristics of the environment

Limits/borders of the concept

Concerns and problems

Present and Future



Biggest environmental concerns In life
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Differences between the present and
the future — what will it be like?
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What will the environment be like
In the future?

What will happen?

The environment will deteriorate

How?/Why?




Environment as
idyllic nature

Environment as
deteriorated
context

Personal and
private actions
for the environment

Characteristics of the environment

Limits/borders of the concept

Concerns and problems

Present and Future

Concerns and problems

Suggested solutions



What kind of solutions?
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Next steps

a) new studies driven by the hypothesis raised by this
descriptive-interpretative results

b) research intended to understand the role of schools in

developing an environmental citizenship - both at curricular and
teaching level.

c) analyse the rethorical narratives of the major opinion
makers: media, big companies, etc.

d) create strategies and mechanisms for children's
Involvement in this issues, to ensure that they fully participate
In the construction of a more sustainable world
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