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A compreensao da feminizacao do professorado

Suzana Caldeira

Professora, Departamento de Ciéncias da Educag@o,
Universidade dos Acores

rocura-se, neste trabalho, elencar algumas ideias que visam contribuir
Ppara o entendimento da feminizag@o da profissdo docente, na éptica da
psicologia. Num primeiro momento mobilizam-se alguns elementos sobre a
evolucdo da profissdo de professor/a relacionando essa evolugdo com o
conceito de expectativas de papel de género. Num segundo, esbogam-se
perfis de “bom/boa professor/a” comparando as caracteristicas emergentes
com resultados de um ou outro estudo sobre diferencas em funcio do sexo.

A evolucio da profissio de professor/a e sua relacdo com expectativas de papel

Uma das areas de maior acolhimento do trabalho feminino, sobretudo
desde o inicio do século XX, tem sido o ensino, falando-se mesmo em
“feminizacdo da carreira docente” (NG6voa, 1991). Mas, nem sempre se
funcionou neste registo. Isto €, as primeiras escolas tiveram a sua origem a
partir dos homens da Igreja que, ao procurarem consolidar a sua organizacao,
criaram centros de trabalho, de estudo e de meditacdo, a partir dos quais, e
como ocupacdo secundaria, difundiam a sua palavra orientadora. Assim,
inicialmente a funcdo docente foi mais masculina do que feminina e exercida,
como dito, enquanto ocupagao secundéria.

S6 a partir do final do século XVIII e inicio do século XIX, quando
se iniciou a estatizacdo do ensino e quando outros componentes da
populacdo, para além do clero e dos poderosos, comegaram a aceder,
paulatinamente e sem qualquer carédcter de obrigatoriedade, ao processo de
escolarizacdo, € que as mulheres comegaram a ser incluidas na actividade de
magistério. Nesta época, a decisdo sobre quem poderia ensinar era cometida
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Understanding the Feminization of the
Teaching Profession

Suzana Caldeira

Professor, Department of Education
University of the Azores

Tis article, which is divided into two parts, attempts to connect ideas from a
psychological perspective, in order to promote an understanding of the
reasons behind the feminization of the teaching profession. The first part describes
the evolution of the teaching profession in terms of gender role expectations. The
second section outlines the profile of a “good teacher” by comparing these
characteristics with other studies about differences based on sex.

The Evolution of the Teaching Profession in Relation to Gender Role Expectations

One of the areas that have most concentrated working women,
especially since the beginning of the 20th century, has been education, so
much so that we even talk about “the feminization of the teaching profession”
(Novoa, 1991). This has not always been the case, however. In fact, the first
schools were created by men of the Church who, wanting to consolidate
ecclesiastic endeavors, organized centers for work, study and meditation,
where they could, as a second occupation, transmit the sacred word.

At the end of the 18th century and beginning of the 19th century,
education started to be assumed by the state and by other members of the
population — besides the clergy and those in power — who began slowly and
without obligation to participate in the education process. It was only then
that women were first included in teaching activities. At this time, the decision
about who would teach was assumed by the local community, which would
elect women and men with a certain level of education and appropriate moral
comportment. Even after teachers were no longer under the control of local
community leaders, but had to possess an official license or authorization
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