ETHICS, SCIENCE AND SOCIETY is an international project of academic
research, scientific dissemination, and social and political responsibility,
sponsored by the Luso-American Development Foundation. Its main
objective is to stress the importance of this triumvirate approach - ethics,
science, society - to address some of the current major challenges facing
humanity. The balance we achieve today between these three concepts
strongly defines our present and will have a decisive impact upon our
common future: scientific progress shapes our modern societies which,
from an ethical perspective, should always be acknowledged as being the
ultimate goal for science and one which, by contributing to a common good,
corroborates its ethical dimension.

This requires us to enhance the dialogue between scientists and ethicists,
under a mutual recognition that both work towards a common good.
It is indeed the outcome of this joint endeavour, and one in which citizen
participation should be encouraged, which should determine public policies
that truly foster both scientific progress and social development.
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Foreword

Ethics, Science and Society: Challenges for BioPolitics is an international project
of academic research, scientific dissemination, and social and political responsibility,
sponsored by the Luso-American Development Foundation. Its main objective is to
stress the importance of this triptych-style approach — ethics, science, society — to address
some of the current and major challenges facing humanity. The balance we achieve
today between these three realities strongly defines our present and will have a decisive
impact upon our common future: scientific progress shapes our modern societies which,
from an ethical perspective, should always be acknowledged as being the ultimate goal
for science and one which, by contributing to a common good, corroborates its ethical
dimension.

Therefore, we wanted to highlight some of the most groundbreaking develop-
ments in scientific knowledge and technological innovation, also identifying major
trends and upcoming advances. We focus first on life sciences and biotechnologies,
mostly in genetics, as one of the most innovative fields for more than a half century; and
proceed to computer sciences and digital technologies, highlighting the importance of
Artificial Intelligence and robotics as today’s most important areas of impact.

We also wanted to outline the impact of scientific and technological advances in
shaping societies, both at the structural level — drawn by the network of institutions that
organize our collective lives — and at the personal level — through the relationships fos-
tered by individuals. Pursuing this path, from science to society, facilitates strengthening
citizenship, and guarantees the ethical nature of these advances, so that they acknow-
ledge humankind as the ultimate beneficiary of scientific achievements, whilst fostering
a wider participation in the decision-making process.

This requires us to enhance the dialogue between scientists and ethicists, under
a mutual recognition that both groups are working towards a common good. It is the
outcome of this joint endeavour, and one in which citizen participation should be par-
ticularly encouraged, which should determine public policies that truly promote both
scientific progress and social development.

The equilibrium reached between ethical concerns, scientific advances and so-
cietal well-being could be enshrined in a consensual and minimalist document, with a
global reach, to help politicians and law makers in their decisions relating to scientific



policies. The opportunity to promote a Declaration on BioPolitics, to elaborate ethical
guidelines for the worldwide management of the new powers, largely represented by
the advancements in life sciences, was conveyed as a most desirable outcome. Some
major considerations are elaborated around this issue, and stand as core concerns to be
acknowledged. But it has not been considered advisable to proceed immediately, in a
very short period of time and without a wider representation, to the formal proposal of
a Declaration of BioPolitics.

This project, Ethics, Science and Society: Challenges for BioPolitics, also organized
two international Symposia (Ponta Delgada, 2017, and Lisbon, 2018), which present-
ed high level lectures — and these are now available to a wider public audience. They
combine the deepening awareness of the impact of scientific and technological advance-

ments in current and future societies, and stress the need for ethics to manage these new
powers on behalf of humankind.
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